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BUBIECT: Sigaificant Bulld.up of Combat-Neleted Pharseceviicels
in Howth Vietnam '

A recsnt swrvey of pharmseevtical imports by the Azinn Umsmliet
coumtries reveals that Borth Vietnes, with Communist Chimese support,
¥ee seeusulated s large stockpile of amtibiotics and other combat-
related pharmocevticals, poseidly ia enticipation of & protracted
or perhape =ore intemeifi-d comflict.

Forth Vietnan's imports of certsinm combat-relsted pharmeceuticsic¥

rose duing thr first ninc sonthe of 1965 to sbowt six times the valuo
of such {mporte in 156%. (Sce sppended Tadlc). In the case of peni-
eillin, the excess over morsal samuel imperts during Wovesber 100 -
O-toder 1965 wmild hove been sufficient, siwsrding to US experience,
4o weet the requirements of & millipe troope under coxbat conditione
for sbout & yesr. Iven allowiag for full supply of the Yiet long and

the treatment of demestic casuslties, North Vietnsm could heve stocksllad

wwcﬁmmmmmaf‘mm&m,mm in
ackive eomtat for ons yeevy. As in the cmse of penicililn, there aleo
wﬁ%mwﬁge@wﬂswwhmmm,

TRl TS, streptonycin, Chlorasphenieol, blood plesmn, sulfa
&ruge end extimaleriale.
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Although Commmist countries heve supplicd wost of the combal-
related pharemecutionls to ¥.rth Vietnam, Japan has played s key
role in smupplying blood plesss end Sest Gormsny hes been sn important
source of amtimalsrimlz. Loreover; lo the cage of Commumiet Chins,
Free “orld ecoumtries appsrently heve been the exclugive source of
recent lmporte. Antidblotice wore obtained chiefly frem the UK and
Jupan; blood plaswa from Japem; sulfe druge from Denwesrk; and anti.
malerial drugs ivom Domsark and ot Gersany.

The sospencion of sueh shipsente frox the Pres lorli probably
would heve little lLamediate sffect bul over the longer run could
lapelr Borth Victame's abllity to suses critical supplies of combati-
related pharsaceuticales in support of the Cozmunist war-effort. Moot
wreful In this comnoetion wouls be suspessicn ¢ deliveries of bigod
plasme from Jopen, sntimalarisle from Vot Cormany, and pharmmcouti~
cals of all kinds from Cembodia.

Table 1. Horth Vietuam: Imparte of Sclected Fharmsceuticsle,
Pre-196k, 196k, and January-September 1965
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